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eMethods Cohort and representativeness
Data collection and validation in the BEST cohort is ongoing. The present BEST sub-cohort included boys born consecutively from the 1 st of January and onwards to a total of 375 boys per birth cohort for 1947 and every five years from 1951 to 1991, and to a total of 340 boys for birth cohort 1996 (total n=4090). Birth year 1947 was the first year with a representative number of individuals with information on age at PHV, and is used as the reference year. Since the data collection is not completed, birth year 1996 had a lower number of individuals with height and weight data available than other years. Individuals were eligible for the present study if they had a complete Personal Identity Number (PIN) and data for the calculation of age at PHV and childhood BMI. Individuals were excluded if the PIN was missing in the school health record and not possible to retrieve from population registers (2.4% of the original study population was excluded due to lack of PIN). In the remaining study population, 69% had sufficient data for calculation of childhood BMI and age at PHV (eFigure 1). Of subjects with a childhood BMI at 8 years of age available (n=5272), we compared those included (i.e. had age at PHV available, n=4090) and those not included (i.e. did not have age at PHV available, n=1182) with regard to childhood BMI at 8 years of age. The difference in BMI at 8 years of age for the included (mean 16.1 kg/m 2 , [SD 1.7]) and the non-included (16.2 kg/m 2 [1.9]) was 0.6% (p<0.05). Thus, the difference between included and non-included subjects with regard to childhood BMI was minor. 
eFigure 2. Age at PHV according to prepubertal BMI status at 8 years of age

